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Legislature  Strengthens   Fish  and    Game    Enforcement 


Civil  Penalties 
Provided  for  Fish, 
Game  Violators 

Violators  of  Louisiana  fish  and 
game  laws  in  the  future  will  be 
liable  for  heavy  penalties  and  pos- 
sible revocation  of  their  license  to 
fish,  hunt  or  trap,  according  to 
provisions  of  new  fish,  game  and 
trapping  laws  enacted  by  the  Leg- 
islature and  signed  by  the  Gover- 
nor, which  goes  into  effect  20  days 
from  adjournment  of  the  Legisla- 
ture on  July  11th. 

Sponsored  by  the  legal  division 
of  the  Department  of  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheiies,  the  new  laws  are 
designated  to  plug  up  loopholes  in 
existing  laws  and  to  make  it  un- 


Analyses  and  interpretations 
of  the  new  Acts  of  the  Legis- 
lature are  embodied  in  various 
articles  on  every  page  in  this 
issue.  It  is  suggested  that  read- 
ers save  this  issue  for  future 
reference. 


popular  and  unprofitable  to  violate 
the  fish  and  game  laws  of  the 
State. 

The  most  revolutionary  and 
drastic  part  of  these  new  laws  is 
the  additional  provision  for  civil 
penalties  against  violators  of  fish 
and  game  laws  in  addition  to  the 
already  existing  provision  for  crim- 
inal prosecution.  This  new  provi- 
sion is  molded  after  laws  in  exist- 
ence in  the  States  of  New  York 
and  California. 

It  proceeds  on  the  theory  that 
any  person  who  violates  the  fish 
and  game  laws  of  the  State  does 
damage  to  the  property  belonging 
to  the  people  of  the  State.  The 
laws  provide  civil  penalties  rang- 
ing from  $25  for  the  first  offense 
to  $200  and  forfeiture  of  license 
for  the  third  offense,  and  these 
(Continued  on   Page  2,  Column   1) 


LUTHER  S.  MONTGOMERY 


Montgomery  Succeeds  Appel  As 
Commissioner  of  Department 

Luther  S.  Montgomery  of 
Shereveport  has  been  appointed 
Commissioner  of  the  Department 
of  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  suc- 
ceeding John  G.  Appel  who  has 
served  as  Commissioner  since  De- 
cember 11,  1944,  when  the  De- 
partment was  created,  following 
ratification  at  the  polls  in  No- 
vember of  that  year  of  a  Consti- 
tutional Amendment  to  separate 
the  fish  and  game  resources  from 
the    Department    of    Conservation. 

The  office  of  Commissioner  was 
declared  vacant  when  the  State 
Senate  adjourned  Thursday.  July 
11,  without  confirming  the  recess 
appointment  of  Commissioner  Ap- 
pel. One  week  later,  on  Thursday, 
July  18,  Governor  Davis  an- 
nounced the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Montgomei'y  as   Commissioner. 

Mr.  Montgomery  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  Department  since 
December  26,  1944,  as  an  attor- 
ney. He  resigned  on  March  10, 
1945,  to  enlist  in  the  navy,  and 
returned  to  his  position  as  an  at- 
torney in  the  Department  last 
March  22nd. 

The  new  Commissioner,  a  na- 
tive of  Tickfaw,  Tangipahoa  par- 
ish, attended  high  school  in  Ham- 
mond and  is  a  graduate  of  Louisi- 
ana State  University  and  law 
school.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1940.  For  three  years  he  was 
an  agent  of  the  Federal  Bureau 
of  Investigation  and  served  with 
the  FBI  in  several  sections  of  the 
country.  He  was  in  charge  of  rec- 
ords of  the  Shreveport  department 
of  public  safety  when  Governor 
Davis  was  commissioner  of  that 
department. 

Former  Commissioner  Appel 
who  was  director  of  the  enforce- 
ment division  prior  to  his  appoint- 
ment has  civil  service  status  in 
that  position  and  has  returned  to 
it.   J.   C.   LeBlanc,   who   served   as 


acting  director  of  enforcement 
has  returned  to  his  former  posi- 
tion of  field  inspector  for  the  en- 
forcement division.  Gordy  Simon, 
who  was  field  inspector,  has  re- 
sumed his  former  job  as  supervis- 
or of  the  Lafayette  District. 


FISH  SERIES  TO 
CONTINUE  NEXT  ISSUE 

Due  to  the  fact  that  articles 
pertaining  to  the  many  new 
changes  in  fish  and  game  regu- 
lations have  taken  priority  be- 
cause of  their  importance  over 
all  other  regular  features  that 
usually  appear  in  this  publica- 
tion, the  fish  page  which  carries 
the  series  of  identifications  of 
fish  by  Dr.  James  N.  Gowan- 
loch  has  been  omitted  from 
this  issue  due  to  lack  of  space 
and  the  series  will  be  resumed 
next   month. 


Approval   Of 
Drastic   Changes 
Up  to  Citizens 

Necessary  and  far-reaching 
changes  in  the  fish  and  game 
laws  of  Louisiana  designed  to 
strengthen  the  enforcement  of 
these  laws  were  passed  by  the 
1946  regular  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature. Because  some  of  these 
necessitate  changes  in  the  organic 
law  of  the  State,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  amend  the  State's  Consti- 
tution to  make  them  possible. 

Accordingly,  next  November,  at 
the  general  election,  Louisiana 
citizens  will  vote  on  these  changes 
along  with  numerous  other  consti- 

Outstanding  features  of  the 
new  Acts  of  the  1946  Legisla- 
tive session  pertaining  to  fish, 
game,  shrimp  and  fur,  have  been 
condensed  and  grouped  for  easy 
reference  and  will  be  found  on 
page  5. 


tutional  amendments  submitted  by 
the  Legislature. 

There  are  three  Constitutional 
Amendments  pertaining  to  fish  and 
game.   These  are  as  follows: 

(1)  To  confer  upon  Justices  of 
the  Peace  the  same  jurisdiction 
that  District  Courts  now  have  in 
handling  misdemeanors  involving 
violations  of  all  laws  and  regula- 
tions pertaining  to  fish  and  game 
resources. 

(2)  Giving  District  Courts  ju- 
risdiction of  appeals  from  judg- 
ments of  Justices  of  the  Peace 
relative  to  misdemeanors  involving 
violations  of  laws  pertaining  to 
fish   and   game   resources. 

(3)  Giving  District  Courts  in 
parishes  along  the  Gulf  Coast  ju- 
risdiction in  enforcement  of  sea- 
food laws  in  cases  arising  from 
violations  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
(Continued  on  Page  8,  Column  2) 
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Civil  Penalties 
Provided  for  Fish, 
Game  Violators 

(Continued    from    Page     1) 

civil  penalties  are  considered  in 
the  nature  of  compensatory  dam- 
ages done  to  the  wild  life  and  fish. 
Under  the  provisions  of  these 
new  laws  any  person  arrested  for 
violating  any  fish  or  game  law  in 
the  State  may  be  sued  for  an 
amount  not  to  exceed  $25  for  the 
first  ofl'ense;  $100  for  the  second 
offense,  and  $200  for  the  third  of- 
fense. The  civil  suit  may  be  fiK-d 
by  any  enforcement  agent  of  thu 
Department  of  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries before  any  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  the  parish  where  the  of- 
fense is  committed  or  in  any  dis- 
trict court  for  the  parish  in  which 
the  offense  is  committed.  If  the 
accused  is  guilty  he  is  given  the 
chance  to  so  plead  at  the  time  the 
demand  is  made  on  him  before  the 
Justice  and  may  there  and  then 
compromise  by  paying  in  cash  one- 
half  the  demand  plus  costs.  This 
chance  to  compromise,  says  the 
legal  department,  is  in  line  with 
the  principle  of  mild  procedures 
in  cases  of  first  offense. 

These  civil  penalties  which  can 
be  assessed  by  any  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and /or  District  Court,  is  in 
addition  to  the  criminal  charges 
that  are  to  be  filed  as  heretofore. 
Where  a  civil  penalty  has  been 
paid,  the  Commissioner  of  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  has  the  right  to 
drop  the  criminal  charges  for  the 
same  offense,  and  on  the  other 
hand  where  a  criminal  charge  for 
the  same  offense  has  been  made 
and  fine  has  been  paid  or  sen- 
tence sei'ved,  the  Department  can 
dismiss   the    civil    suit    before    the 


quired  to  make  similar  reports  to 
the  Department  of  all  cases  pend- 
ing in  their  courts. 

In  cases  where  Justice  of  the 
Peace  have  failed  to  take  any  ac- 
tion within  6  months  the  District 
Judge  may  be  petitioned  for  an  or- 
der to  the  Justice  to  show  cause 
why  he  has  not  disposed  of  the 
ease,  and  the  District  Judge  can 
assess  a  penalty  of  up  to  $50 
against  the  Justice  if  it  is  shown 
that  he  has  neglected  his  duty 
in   disposing   of   the   case. 

Likewise  in  District  Courts 
where  semi-annual  reports  of 
pending  cases  has  not  been  filed 
with  the  Department  as  required, 
action  may  be  taken  by  the  De- 
partment, and  in  addition  to  the 
penalty  for  neglect  of  duty  in  dis- 
posal of  the  case,  a  further  pen- 
alty of  $50  may  be  inflicted  for 
failure  to  make  such  reports  from 
the    District    Court. 


Henry  Bull,  938  Taft  Place,  New  Orleans,  (left),  is  receiving  a  $50 
Victory  Savings  Bonds  from  former  Commissioner  John  G.  Appel  for 
having  submitted  the  name  that  was  selected  in  the  contest  conducted 
by  this  publication  to  select  a  new  name.  Mr.  Bull  is  connected  with 
the  U.  S.  Forestry  Service  in  New  Orleans  and  says  he  has  been  a  reader 
of  this  publication  and  its  predecessor,  the  old  Conservation  Review,  for 
many   years. 

His  suggested  name  was  selected  by  a  group  of  judges  composed  of 
all  division  heads  of  the  Department  out  of  hundreds  of  names  that  were 
submitted  f:-om  all  parts  of  the  State,  and  the  name  appears  above  on 
the  masthead.  It  was  desired  to  change  the  name  from  "Louisiana  Con- 
servationist", so  as  not  to  confuse  this  Department  with  the  Conserva- 
tion Department,  and  also  to  make  it  more  symbolic  of  Louisana's  fish, 
game  and  fur  resources  which  is  administered  by  the  Department  of  Wild 
Life  and   Fisheries  of  which  this  publication   is  the  official  journal. 


Justice   of  the  Peace   on  payment 
of  costs  by  the   defendant. 

Justices  of  the  Peace  are  re- 
quired to  make  a  report  to  the 
Department  of  Wild  Life  anl  Fish- 
eries twice  annually  during  the 
first  15  days  of  January  and  the 
first  15  days  of  July  giving  the 
status  and   disposition   of  all   civil 


suits  brought  before  them.  Where 
any  such  case  has  been  pending 
before  the  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  more  than  six  months  with- 
out disposition,  the  Department 
may  petition  the  District  Court  in 
that  parish  to  order  the  transfer 
of  such  case  to  the  District  Court. 
Clerks   of   District   courts   are   re- 


AGENTS  NAB  FOUR 
MARKET  HUNTERS 

While  patrolling  Tickfaw  River 
near  its  mouth  Sunday,  July  14, 
Enforcement  Agents  Jack  Bates 
and  Ernest  Coats  saw  four  men 
in  a  boat  throw  a  side  of  meat 
overboard  as  they  approached 
their  boat.  Upon  investigation  the 
agents  discovered  that  the  men  had 
killed  a  deer  out  of  season  and 
placed  them  under  arrest. 

The  arrested  men  were  Dillard 
Stewart,  Nelson  Addison,  Allie  Du- 
bois and  Walter  Stoetzner,  all  of 
Albany,  Livingston  Parish.  Further 
investigation  by  the  two  agents 
resulted  in  recovering  the  doe's 
head  and  hide  and  two  unborn 
fawns. 

When  the  men  came  up  for  pre- 
liminary arraignment  their  cases 
were  referred  to  the  next  session 
of  the  grand  jury  in  Tangipahoa 
parish. 
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Hunting   License  Will  Cost  Two   Dollars   This    Fall 


Extra   Dollar 
Dedicated  To 
Improve  Hunting 

When  Louisiana  hunters  go  to 
their  sheriff's  offices  this  Fall  to 
purchase  a  hunting  license,  the 
charge  will  be  $2  instead  of  the 
one  dollar  they  have  been  paying 
in  the  past. 

The  Legislature  enacted  a  new 
law  and  it  has  been  approved  by 
Governor  Davis  providing  for  a 
resident  hunting  license  fee  of  $2. 

It  has  become  known  oifisially 
as  Act  22  of  1946. 

It  was  introduced  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  by  C.  R. 
Brownell  of  St.  Mary  and  W.  J. 
Cleveland  of  Acadia  and  became 
known  as  House  Bill  317.  It  passed 
the  House  with  very  little  opposi- 
tion. In  the  Senate  when  it  first 
came  up  for  final  passage  it  was 
defeated  by  a  vote  of  18  against 
and  15  for  with  6  senators  absent 
or  not  voting.  Senator  Lloyd  Her- 
drick  of  Caddo  who  handled  the 
measure  in  the  senate  changed  his 
vote  from  yes  to  no  and  moved  for 
reconsideration.  The  next  morn- 
ing on  reconsideration  the  bill 
passed  the  senate  by  a  vote  of  28 
to  10.  It  was  signed  oy  tlie  Gov- 
ernor on  July  1  and  oft'icially  be- 
comes a  law  20  days  afer  the  ad- 
journment of  the  Legislature  on 
July  11.  New  licenses  that  will  go 
out  to  the  sheriff's  office  within 
the  next  month  or  so  will  carry 
the  new  license  provisions. 

The  Act  was  sponsored  by  a 
group  of  Louisiana  sportsmen 
headed  by  A.  C.  Glassell,  Shreve- 
port,  former  president  of  Ducks 
Unlimited,  and  Ralph  Nicholson, 
publisher  of  the  New  Orleans  Item, 
who  is  Louisiana  chairman  of 
Ducks  Unlimited. 

The  Act  provides  that  all  funds 
derived  from  the  sale  of  licenses 
are  dedicated  and  shall  be  ex- 
pended by  the  Commissioner  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  for  the 
purpose  of  the  administration, 
conservation  restoration  and  de- 
velopment of  wild  game  and  fish. 
It  prohibits  the  expenditure  by  the 
State  of  these  funds  for  any  other 
purpose  other  than  the  administra- 
tion, conservation,  replenishment, 
restoration  or  development  of  wild 
game  and  fish. 

The  Act  further  provides  that 
the  extra  dollar  derived  from  the 
sale  of  resident  hunting  licenses 
shall  be  used  for  specific  purposes. 
It  provides  that  one-half  of  the 
additional   revenue   shall   be   used 


for  the  purchase,  construction  and 
maintenance  of  public  shooting 
grounds  in  the  State;  one  fourth 
for  the  control  or  elimination  of 
predatory  wild  fowl  and  wild 
quadrupeds  or  animals  and  miti- 
gating the  damage  to  wild  life  and 
fish  caused  by  them ;  and  one- 
fourth  for  the  protection,  con- 
servation and  replenishment  of 
wild  migratory  birds  of  the  kind 
that  migrate  to  this  state,  by  tak- 
ing such  measures  at  their  nesting- 
grounds,  in  or  out  of  the  State,  as 
the  Commissioner  of  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  may  deem  necessary, 
either  by  direct  undertaking  with 
employees  of  the  Department  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries,  or  by  con- 
tract with  Ducks  Unlimited  or  any 
other  person,  firm  or  corporation. 

The  Act  further  provides  that 
the  Governor  shall  appoint  two 
members  from  the  Louisiana  Wild- 
life Federation  who  will  advise 
and  act  with  the  Commissioner  in 
the  purchase  and  construction  of 
public  shooting  grounds  in  the 
State. 

CATAHOULA  DAM  BILL 
KILLED    IN    SENATE 

House  Bill  362  which  provided 
for  the  establishment  of  the  Cata- 
houla Lake  Game  and  Fish  Pre- 
serve and  appropriated  $150,000 
for  the  construction  of  a  dam  was 
killed  in  the  Senate  by  a  close  vote 
after  it  had  passed  the  House  and 
nad  been  bitterly  fought  every 
step  it  made  in  its  legislative 
journey. 

The  object  of  the  measure  was 
to  raise  the  level  of  the  water  in 
the  Lake  and  create  a  fishing  and 
boating  resort.  Opponents  con- 
tended the  damages  resulting  from 
such  a  project  would  greatly  out- 
vveigh  all  benefits.  The  lake,  fed 
by  Little  River,  varies  in  size  and 
depth  with  the  seasons.  Opponents 
claimed  that  the  dam  will  elimi- 
nate the  huge  wild  duck  feeding 
grounds.  They  pointed  out  that  in 
dry  seasons  cattle  graze  on  the 
bed  of  the  lake  where  in  wet  sea- 
sons ducks  feed  on  wild  rice,  oats 
and  coco  grass.  Proponents  con- 
tended that  the  dam  would  give 
the  lake  an  average  of  5  to  8  feet 
of  water  the  year  round. 

The  Bill  passed  the  House  by  a 
heavy  majority.  The  Senate  Fi- 
nance Committee  reported  the 
measure  unfavorably  and  it  came 
before  the  Senate  on  a  minority 
report.  After  considerable  debate, 
the  bill  was  killed  by  the  Senate 
by  a  vote  of  17  to  16. 


Non-Resident  Hunting  License  Increased 
To  $25;  Other  Changes  Made  in  Game  Laws 


Hunting  licenses  for  non-resi- 
dents have  been  increased  from 
$15  to  $25  under  provisions  of 
Act  332  of  1946  adopted  by  the 
Legislature  and  approved  by  Gov- 
ernor Davis.  The  former  short- 
term  non-resident  license  which 
sold  for  $5  and  was  good  for  four 
consecutive  days'  hunting  has  been 
eliminated. 

Other  changes,  some  minor, 
have  been  made  in  the  game  laws 
under  provisions  of  this  Act  which 
was  introduced  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  W.  J.  Cleve- 
land, Acadia;  E.  W.  Sehon  of  La- 
Salle,  and  W.  T.  McCain  of  Grant, 
and  become  known  as  House  Bill 
349.  It  passed  the  House  with  only 
one  dissenting  vote  and  it  passed 
the  Senate   unanimously. 

One  minor  change,  for  example, 
takes  foxes  from  the  class  of  game 
quadrupeds  and  places  it  with  the 
outlaw  species.  Act  343  of  1944 
made  it  lavi'ful  to  kill  foxes  at  any 
time   of  the  year. 

Another  change  in  this  Act  gives 
the  Police  Jury  of  any  parish  the 
right  to  close  or  curtail  the  open 
season  on  any  species  of  game  for 
not  more  than  one  year.  Hereto- 
fore the  police  juries  have  had 
authority  to  curtail  open  seasons 
for  three  consecutive  years.  They 
must  still  follow  the  same  proce- 
dure of  the  past  by  applying  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  for  the  right  to  adopt  an 
ordinance  to  close  or  curtail  any 
season,  and  upon  receipt  of  such 
written  consent  from  the  Commis- 
sioner, may  proceed  to  adopt  the 
ordinance,  which  closing  or  curtail- 
ment shall  apply  to  everyone,  in- 
cluding residents  of  such  parish. 
Such  ordinances  must  be  published 
in  the  parish  official  journal  once 
a  week  for  four  consecutive  weeks 
prior  to  the  opening  of  the  regular 
annual  open  season  on  hunting. 

Another  important  change  in 
the  game  laws  is  the  provision 
that  resident  game  birds  and  game 
quadrupeds  legally  taken  during 
the  open  season  may  be  kept  in 
possession  up  to  within  30  days 
of  the  opening  of  the  following 
season.  The  old  law  made  it  illegal 
for  anyone  to  possess  game  for 
more  than  ten  days  after  the  close 
of  the  open  season  on  that  par- 
icular  game. 

The  new  law  further  provides 
that  persons  operating  cold  stor- 
age   plants   must   make   a   report 


within  10  days  after  the  close  of 
iach  season,  giving  the  name  and 
address  of  each  person  storing  wild 
game  birds  and  wild  game  quad- 
rupeds in  their  places,  showing  the 
quantity  stored  and  the  date  of 
storage,  and  such  reports  and  rec- 
ords shall  be  available  for  inspec- 
tion at  all  times  by  representa- 
tives of  the  Department  of  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries. 

Another  provision  in  the  new 
law  clarifies  the  right  of  enforce- 
ment agents  to  confiscate  and  hold 
for  evidence  guns,  traps,  explo- 
sives or  other  material  evidence 
found  by  them. 

Closed  Season 
Law  on  Fishing 
Officially  Repealed 

When  Governor  Jimmie  H.  Da- 
vis put  his  signature  to  Senate 
Bill  No.  3  by  Senator  A.  K.  Goff, 
Jr.,  of  Lincoln  Parish,  which  had 
passed  the  Senate  unanimously  and 
the  House  by  a  vote  of  73  to  1, 
all  the  legal  requirements  had 
been  attended  that  were  necessary 
to  repeal  Act  166  of  1944  which 
provided  a  closed  season  for  two 
months  on  three  species  of  fresh 
water  game  fish. 

The  new  Act  becomes  known 
officially  as  Act  87  of  1946  and  it 
repeals  Act  166  of  1944,  so  Loui- 
siana no  longer  has  any  closed 
eacons  on  fresh  water  game  fish. 

The  closed  season  law  was  in 
effect  for  two  years  and  provided 
a  closed  season  during  February 
and  March  in  south  Louisiana  par- 
ishes and  during  Ma.cn  and  April 
in  north  Louisiana  parishes. 

It  proved  rather  unpopular  and 
three  bills  were  introduced  in  the 
Legislature  to  repeal  the  law.  Sen- 
ator Goff's  bill,  which  was  the 
third  introduced  in  the  Senate, 
beat  the  others  through  the  legis- 
lative mill. 


NEW  ACT  PROVIDES  FOR 
COMMISSION  FOR  NORTH- 
WEST FISH,  GAME  PRESERVE 

Act  120  of  1946  approved  by 
Governor  Davis  which  was  House 
Bill  662  by  Representatives  Fried- 
man and  Delouche  of  Natchitoches 
Parish  amends  the  act  creating  the 
Northwest  Louisiana  Fish  and 
Game  Preserve  by  providing  for 
a  commission  of  five  members  to 
be  appointed  by  the  Governor  to 
take  over  the  management  of  the 
Preserve. 


LOUISIANA  GAME,  FUR  AND  FISH 


Total  of  Twenty-Four  New  Laws 
Pertaining  to  Fish,  Game  Enacted 


A  total  of  24  new  laws  includ- 
ing three  proposed  Constitutional 
Amendments  pertaining  to  fish  and 
game  were  finally  passed  and  en- 
acted into  law  during  the  60-day 
biennium  session  of  the  Louisi- 
ana Legislature  which  ended  July 
11th.  All  new  laws  go  into  effect 
at  noon  on  July  31st  unless  other- 
wise specified. 

Forty-six  bills  in  all,  Including 
seven  proposed  constitutional 
amendments,  pertaining  to  fish  and 
game,  were  introduced  in  the  Leg- 
islature. Twenty-four  survived 
the  gruelling  journey  through  the 
legislative  mills  and  reached  the 
Governor's  desk,  final  stop  on  the 
road  to  enactment  into  law. 

The  three  Constitutional  Amend- 
ments do  not  go  into  eff'ect,  until 
they  shall  have  been  approved  by 
the  people  at  the  polls  in  the  gen- 
eral election  next  November.  A 
total  of  31  Constitutional  Amend- 
ments are  to  be  voted  on  by  the 
people  and  three  of  these  per- 
tain to  fish  and  game. 

Many  of  the  Acts  pertain  to  mi- 
nor matters  or  legislation  of  only 
local  interest. 

A  number  of  the  new  Acts  per- 
tain to  parish  or  sectional  interest 
and  are  not  of  state-wide  import- 
ance. In  this  category  are  the  fol- 
lowing Acts; 

(1)  Creation  of  Horseshoe 
Brake  Fish  and  Game  Preserve  in 
Morehouse  Parish. 

(2)  Creation  of  Horseshoe  Lake 
Fish  and  Game  Preserve  in  More- 
house Parish. 

(3)  Prohibit  commercial  hshing 
in  Lake  Bruen. 

(4)  Open  Lake  Providence  to 
commercial  fishing. 

(5)  Prohibits  seining  in  Bogue 
Chitto  River  in  St.  Tammany  Par- 
ish. 

(6)  Provide  for  a  commission 
of  5  men  for  the  Northwest  Loui- 
siana Fish  and  Game  Preserve. 

(7)  Authorize  Spanish  Lake 
Game  and  Fish  Commission  to  is- 
sue  bonds. 

(8)  Create  commission  for 
Bayou  Pierre  Fish  and  Game  Pre- 
serve of  nine  members  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  DeSoto  Parish  Police 
Jury. 

Constitutional  Amendments 
The  three  Constitutional  Amend- 
ments to  be  voted  on  at  the  gener- 
al election  in  November  pertain  to 
changes  in  the  organic  law  of  the 
State  to  provide  authority  to  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  to  try  cases  in- 
volving violations  of  fish  and  game 
laws.  Up  to  now  justices  of  the 
peace  in  Louisiana  do  not  have 
this    authority    and    violations    of 


fish  and  game  laws  can  be  tried 
only  in  District  Courts.  The 
Amendment  to  the  State's  Consti- 
tution will  give  Justices  of  the 
Peace  the  same  authority,  and  also 
will  provide  authority  to  District 
Courts  to  hear  and  act  on  appeals 
from  judgments  of  Justices  of 
the  Peace  on  such  cases. 

The  three  proposed  Amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  are  as 
follows: 

H.  506 — Proposed  Constitution- 
al Amendment  conferring  upon 
Justices  of  the  Peace  concurrent 
jurisdiction  with  district  courts  of 
misdemeanors  involving  violations 
of  fish  and  game  laws. 

H.  507 — Proposed  Constitution- 
al Amendment  giving  District 
Courts  jurisdiction  of  appeals 
from  judgments  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace  involving  violations  of  fish 
and  game  laws. 

H.  547 — Proposed  Constitution- 
al Amendment  providing  District 
Courts  in  parishes  bordering  along 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  have  con- 
current jurisdiction  in  enforce- 
ment of  seafood  laws  in  cases 
arising  from  violations  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  within  Louisiana  terri- 
torial  jurisdiction. 

New    Fish    and    Game    Acts 

Herewith  is  a  complete  compil- 
ation of  the  new  Acts  of  1946  per- 
taining to  fish  and  game,  with  the 
official  act  numbers  as  they  will 
appear  on  the  statute  books: 

Act  19 — H.  147:  Authorize  Fos- 
ter Caillouet  to  sue  state  through 
Department  of  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries. 

Act  22 — H.  317:  Increases  res- 
ident hunting  licenses  from  $1  to 
$2. 

Act  67 — H.  80:  Amending  act 
prohibiting  seining  for  commercial 
purposes  in  Lake  Bruen,  Lake 
Concordia,  Lake  St.  John  and  Fool 
River. 

Act  78 — H.  318:  Provides  new 
closed  season  for  shrimp  and  other 
changes  in  shrimp  laws. 

Act  83 — H.  516:  Appropriate 
$30,000  to  repair  Allen  Dam  on 
Black  Lake. 

Act  87 — S.  3:  Repeals  statewide 
closed  season  on  fresh  water  game 
fish. 

Act  96 — S.  32:  Creates  the 
Horseshoe  Brake  Fish  and  Game 
Preserve    in    Morehouse    Parish. 

Act  97 — S.  33:  Creates  Horse- 
shoe Fish  and  Game  Preserve  in 
Morehouse  Parish. 

Act  107 — S.  98:  Prohibits  com- 
mercial fishing  in  Lake  Bruen. 

Act  108 — H.  81:  Repeals  act 
closing  Lake  Providence  to  com- 
mercial fishing. 


Act  118— H.  555:  Prohibits 
seining  in  Bogue  Chitto  River  in 
St.  Tammany  Parish. 

Act  120— H.  662:  Amends  act 
establishing  Northwest  Louisiana 
Fish  and  Game  Preserve  to  set 
up  a  commission  of  five  members. 

Act  135 — H.  310:  Appropriates 
$100,000  for  each  year  of  the  bi- 
ennium out  of  receipts  of  the 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment to  be  used  .':pecifically  for 
eradication  of  water  hyacinths 
and   alligator   grass. 

Act  144 — H.  597:  Appropriates 
$100,000  out  of  the  general  tund 
for  Bayou  Pierre  Game  and  Fish 
Presei-ve    in    DeSoto   Parish. 

Act  196— H.  347:  Amends  fl:* 
conservation  act,  increasing  non- 
resident angling  licenses  from  $5 
to  $10,  and  other  changes  in  fresh 
water  and  commercial  fish. 

Act  197— H.  348:  Classify  nu- 
tria as  a  fur  bearing  animal  and 
providing  for  other  changes  in  fur 
laws. 

Act  210 — H.  676:  Fix  license 
fees  for  non-resident  commercial 
fishermen  at  $200  per  year,  and  for 
non-resident  commercial  fishing 
boats  at  $2,500  a  year.  Residents 
of  State  having  reciprocity  agree- 
ment with  Louisiana  are  exempt. 
(Applies  only  to  Mississippi). 

Act  226 — S.  177:  Authorize 
Spanish  Lake  Game  and  Fish  Com- 
mission to  issue  bonds. 

Act  284 — H.  444:  Change  dates 
of  deer  season  to  Nov.  1  to  Jan. 
10,  with  authority  to  police  juries 
to  set  seasons  not  to  exceed  45 
days  any  time  during  this  period. 

Act  332 — H.  349:  Increases  non- 
resident hunting  licenses  from  $15 
to  $25  and  provides  other  changes 
in  game  regulations. 

Act  382— H.  596:  Create  Com- 
nission  to  administer  Bayou  Pierre 
Fish  and  Game  Preserve. 


FORESTRY  COMMISSION  TO 
GET  SEEDLING  NURSERIES 

An  important  part  of  the  pro- 
gram of  the  Louisiana  Forestry 
Commission  was  realized  when 
Governor  Davis  signed  Act  61  pro- 
viding for  an  appropriation  of 
$90,000  to  purchase  land  and 
equipment  for  two  tree  seedling 
nurseries  to  be  established  in  the 
State. 

There  has  been  a  great  need 
for  these  forestry  nurseries  and 
two  years  ago  efforts  to  get  this 
appropriation  from  the  Legisla- 
ture failed.  A  series  of  articles 
outlining  the  importance  of  these 
nurseries  appeared  in  this  pub 
lication  for  a  number  of  months 
prior  to  the  convening  of  the 
Legislature. 


Police  Juries 
Given  Pow^er  To 
Set  Deer  Seasons 

Under  provisions  of  Act  284  of 
1946  Police  Juries  of  Louisiana 
have  the  authority  to  fix  the  deer 
season  in  their  respective  parishes 
under  certain  conditions  and  with 
some  limitations. 

The  law  provides  that  Louisi- 
ana's deer  season  shall  be  between 
November  1  and  January  10,  and 
the  Police  Juries  have  the  right 
to  set  their  local  seasons  any  time 
between  these  dates,  provided  it 
does  not  exceed  a  maximum  of 
45  days. 

Before  these  local  seasons  are 
set,  the  Police  Juries  are  required 
to  obtain  formal  approval  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  and  the  ordinance  setting 
the  seasons  must  be  published  in 
their  parish  off'icial  journal  before 
it  can  take  eff'ect. 

The  old  law  fixed  a  state-wide 
season  on  deer  between  November 
15  and  January  1,  but  Police  Juries 
still  had  the  right  to  request  and 
set  separate  seasons  of  shorter 
duration  between  those  dates.  The 
new  law  makes  practically  no 
change  in  the  duration  of  the  deer 
season,  but  provides  more  leeway 
and  authority  to  Police  Juries  to 
set  any  period  not  to  exceed  45 
days  between  November  1  and 
January  10. 

Police  Juries  still  have  the  right 
to  close  seasons  on  deer  with  ap- 
proval of  the  Commissioner  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  if  they 
deem  it  necessary.  They  have  the 
right  to  curtail  seasons  as  in  the 
past.  -  j 

Last  year  five  parishes  had 
closed  seasons  on  deer.  These  were 
Allen,  Caldwell,  Claiborne,  Jack- 
son and  Webster. 

For  several  years  past  several 
parishes  had  restricted  seasons  on 
deer.  Last  year  for  example,  Con- 
cordia and  Madison  parishes  re- 
stricted their  deer  season  to  just 
13  days,  and  East  Carroll  had  a 
15-day  deer  season. 


FIREARMS  BILL  KILLED 
BY   HOUSE   COMMITTEE 

A  bill  by  Representative  W.  J. 
Cleveland,  introduced  by  him  by 
request,  to  provide  penalty  to 
enter  upon  enclosed  premises  with- 
out permission  of  the  owner  and 
discharging  firearms  on  any  en- 
closed grounds  without  permission, 
was  reported  without  action  by 
the  Committee  on  Judiciary  of  the 
House  on  June  25th,  and  the  fol- 
lowing day  was  withdrawn  from 
the  files  of  the  House  by  Mr. 
Cleveland. 


LOUISIANA  GAME,  FUR  AND  FISH 


Outstandins   Features  of   New   F!sh  and   Game   Laws 

The  Louisiana  Legislature  during  its  1946  biennial  session  adopted  and  the  Governor  has  approved  several  new 
laws  providing  for  important  changes  in  the  fish  and  game  regulations  of  the  State.  Condensed  on  this  page  and  grouped  for 
convenience  and  easy  reference  are  the  outstanding  features  of  the  new  laws  as  they  pertain  to  fish  and  game : 


GAME  REGULATIONS 

1.  Resident  hunting  licenses  increased  from  $1  to  $2  effective 
this  Fall. 

(A.)    Extra  dollar  is  dedicated  for  specific  purposes  as  follows: 

One  half  to  be  used  for  the  purchase,  construction  and  main- 
tenance of  public  shooting  grounds  in  Louisiana;  one  fourth  for  the 
control  or  elimination  of  predatory  wild  fowl  and  wild  quadrupeds 
or  animals;  one  fourth  for  the  protection,  conservation  and  replen. 
ishment  of  wild  migratory  birds  of  the  kind  that  migrate  to  this 
State,  by  taking  such  measures  at  their  nesting  grounds  in  or  out  of 
the  State,  either  by  direct  undertaking  with  employees  of  the  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Department,  or  by  contract  with  Ducks  Unlimited 
or  any  other  person,   firm   or  corporation. 

(B.)  The  Governor  shall  appoint  two  members  from  the  Loui- 
siana Wildlife  Federation  who  will  advise  and  act  with  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  in  the  purchase  and  construction  of 
public  shooting  grounds  in  the  State. 

2.  Hunting  licenses  for  non-residents  increased  from  $15  to  $25 
effective  this  Fall.  Four  day  tourist  license  of  $5  provided  for  in 
old   law   is   eliminated. 

3.  Changes  made  in  dates  for  deer  season.  New  dates  are  from 
November  1st  to  January  10,  provided  that  the  season  shall  not  exceed 
45  days  and  Police  Juries  have  the  right  to  set  any  45-day  period 
between  the  dates  of  November  1st  and  January  10.  (Old  deer  season 
dates  were  from  November  15-January  1).  Open  seasons  for  other  resi- 
dent game,  quail,  wild  turkey  gobblers,  squirrels,  rabbits,  bears,  etc., 
remain  unchanged. 

4.  The  right  of  a  Police  Jury  to  close  or  curtail  open  season  on 
any  species  of  game  is  limited  to  one  year.  Heretofore  they  have 
had  the  right  to  adopt  ordinances  curtailing  seasons  for  as  many  as 
three  consecutive  years.  They  must  still  apply  to  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Department  for  the  right  to  adopt  such 
an  ordinance,  which  must  be  published  in  the  parish  official  journal 
for  four  consecutive  weeks  prior  to  the  annual  open  seasons  for  hunt- 
ing. 

5.  Resident  game  birds  and  game  quadrupeds  legally  taken 
during  the  open  season  may  be  kept  in  possession  up  to  within  30 
days  of  the  opening  of  the  following  season.  (The  old  law  made  it 
illegal  for  anyone  to  possess  game  for  more  than  10  days  after  the 
close  of  the  open  season  on  that  particular  game). 

6.  Persons  operating  cold  storage  plants  must  make  a  report 
within  10  days  after  the  close  of  each  season,  giving  name  and  address 
of  each  person  storing  wild  game  birds  and  game  quadrupeds  in  their 
places,  showing  quantity  stored  and  date  of  storage. 

GAME  FISH  REGULATIONS 

1.  Act  166  of  1944  providing  for  a  closed  season  of  two  months 
on  three  species  of  game  fish  is  repealed.  Henceforth  there  is  no 
state-wide  closed  season  on  game  fish. 

2.  Angling  licenses  for  non-residents  have  been  increased  from 
$5  to  $10  per  year.  The  previous  four-day  non-resident  tourist  fee  of 
$2  is  eiiminatea.  (No  change  has  been  maue  in  resident  angling  license 
for  persons  fishing  with  rod  and  reel  which  remains  at  $1). 

3.  Daily  creel  limit  on  Striped  Bass  or  Yellow  Bass  is  increased 
from  15  to  i!5  and  the  size  limit  is  reduced  from  10  inches  to  7  inches. 
The  daily  creel  limit  on  Bar  Fish  or  White  Bass  is  increased  from  15 
to  25  and  the  size  limit  reduced  from  10  inches  to  7  inches.  (No  change 
is  made  in  the  creel  or  size  limit  of  any  other  species  of  game  fish) . 

COMMERCIAL  FISHING 

1.  Use  of  guns,  bows  and  arrows  or  traps  is  added  to  the  existing 
illegal  methods  of  taking  commercial  fish.  Existing  illegal  methods, 
also  prohibited,  include  the  use  of  spears,  poisons  and  explosives. 

2.  Legal  size  of  hard  shell  crabs  reduced  in  size  from  6  to  5 
inches,  and  size  limit  added  for  Gaspergou  to  12  inches  minimum 
length. 

3.  All  netting  used  for  taking  of  salt  water  commercial  fish  must 
be  tagged  with  tags  furnished  by  the  Department  and  failure  to  have 
such  tags  shall  be  considered  illegal  use  of  such  netting. 

4.  Licensed  wholesale  or  retail  dealers  of  frogs  have  within  ten 
days  after  the  close  of  the  season  to  dispose  of  frogs  on  hand.  The 
closed  season  on  frogs  remains  unchanged,  viz,  during  the  months 
of  April  and  May.  Upon  permit  from  the  Department  frogs  may  be 
taken  during  closed  season  for  scientific  or  educational  or  propagating 
purposes. 

5.  No  vessel  may  be  licensed  or  permitted  to  engage  in  commer- 
cial fishing  or  freighting  operations  for  fish  in  Louisiana  waters  unless 


such  vessel  has  first  been  registered  at  a  customs  port  within  the  State 
and  the  owner  of  such  vessel  is  a  bonafide  resident  of  the  State  for 
at  least  two  years.  Affidavits  to  that  effect  must  be  made  and  persons 
convicted  of  making  false  affidavits  on  such  application  are  subject 
to  fines  ranging  from  $500  to  $1,000  and  imprisonment  for  not  less 
than  90  days  nor  more  than  6  months. 

6.  Persons  fishing  with  trot  lines  must  purchase  a  commercial 
fisherman  s  license.  The  old  law  exempted  persons  fishing  with  trot 
lines  from  purchase  of  such  licenses. 

7.  Eel  Cat  locally  called  Willow  Cat  is  added  to  species  of  com- 
mercial fish  which  have  legal  size  limits.  The  old  law  provided  no  size 
limit  on  the  eel  or  willow  cat.  The  new  Act  makes  its  size  a  minimum 
of  14  inches. 

8.  All  forms  of  transport  handling  commercial  fish  are  required  to 
keep  m  writing  a  manifiest  of  their  cargo,  a  copy  to  be  filed  on  each 
trip  with  the  dealer  or  processor  to  which  delivery  is  made  and  a  copy 
sent  to  the  Department  of  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries. 

,  .  ^■'^°  ^^^  ^^^*  of  persons  buying  or  selling  commercial  fish  or 
bait  fish  for  retail  who  are  required  to  purchase  retail  license  have 
been  added  oyster  counters.  Such  a  retail  dealer  has  the  right  to  retail 
shrimp  and  oysters,  as  well  as  fish  without  additional  retail  license. 

FUR  AND  TRAPPING 

1.  The  nutria  or  copyu  is  added  to  the  list  of  non-game  quad- 
rupeds and  Its  legal  trapping  season  is  fixed  for  the  same  dates  as 
those  for  muskrat,  between  December  1st  through  February  15.  A  new 
severance  tax  of  10c  for  each  nutria  pelt  is  added. 

2.  Other  changes  in  severance  taxes  on  fur  bearing  animals  in- 
cludes an  increase  on  mink  from  5c  to  10c  per  skin;  on  alligators  less 
than  5  feet,  from  Ic  to  2c;  less  than  10  feet  from  2c  to  5c-  over  10 
feet  from  3c  to  25c. 

3.  Trapping  licenses  are  good  throughout  the  State.  The  old 
law  limited  the  trapper's  license  to  the  parish  in  which  it  was  pur- 
chased. The  trapping  license  for  residents  only  remains  the  same  at 
$2  per  year. 

SHRIMP  REGULATIONS 

(See  Page  6  for  features  of  new  changes  in  shrimp  regulations). 

CIVIL  PENALTIES 

Provision  for  civil  suits  and  civil  penalties  have  been  added  to  all 
fish,  game,  shrimp  and  trapping  laws,  and  under  these  provisions,  per- 
sons violating  any  provisions  of  any  of  these  laws,  pertaining  to 
hunting,  sport  fishing,  commercial  fishing,  shrimping,  etc.  are  liable 
lor  civil  penalties  langmg  from  $25  for  the  first  offense  to  $200  and 
revocation  of  license  for  third  oft'ense.  Suits  seeking  judgment  for  civil 
penalties  may  be  filed  before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Municipal  Court 
or  District  Court,  and  these  are  in  addition  to  the  criminal  charges  and 
penalties  that  are  provided  for  in  existing  laws. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENTS 

Three  Constitutional  Amendments  pertaining  to  fish  and  game 
were  adopted  by  tiie  Legislature  and  are  to  be  voted  on  at  the  general 
election  in  November.    They  are  as  follows: 

Act  408 — H.  506:  Proposed  Constitutional  Amendment  confer- 
ring upon  justices  of  the  Peace  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  district 
courts  of  mis..emeanors  involving  violations  of  fish  and  game  laws. 

Act  409 — H.  507:  Proposed  Constitutional  Amendment  giving 
district  courts  jurisdiction  of  appeals  from  judgments  of  Justices  of 
the  Peace  involving  violations  of  fish  and  game  laws.     . 

Act  411 — H.  547:  Proposed  Constitutional  Amendment  providing 
district  courts  in  parishes  bordering  along  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  have 
jurisdiction  in  eniorcement  of  seafood  laws  in  cases  arising  from 
violations  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  within  Louisiana  territorial  juris- 
diction. 

EXPLANATION:  The  first  two  Amendments,  Acts  408  and  409 
are  self-explanatory.  The  present  State  Constitution  permits  viola- 
tions of  fish  and  game  laws  to  be  handled  only  in  district  courts.  Act 
408  amends  the  Constitution  to  give  Justices  of  the  Peace  similar 
authority.  Act  409  amends  the  Constitution  to  give  district  courts 
authority  to  handle  appeals  from  judgments  of  Justices  of  the  Peace 
on  such  fish  and  game  cases.  Act  411  amends  the  Constitution  to  give 
district  courts  in  parishes  bordering  on  the  Gulf  authority  to  handle 
violations  of  seafood  laws  that  occur  anywhere  in  the  Gulf  within 
Louisiana  territory,  without  requiring  proof  that  the  offense  occurred 
in  such  parish  or  in  its  extended  waters. 


LOUISIANA  GAME,  FUR  AND  FISH 


New  Shrimp  Law  Gives  Big  Boost  to  Shrimp  Industry 


Enforcement  To 
Be  Tightened  By 
New  Regulations 

Louisiana's  multi-million  dollar 
shrimp  industry  was  given  a  big 
boost  by  passage  of  Act  78  of 
the  1946  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. The  new  Act  sponsored  by 
the  Department  of  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  provides  for  several  im- 
portant changes  in  shrimp  regula- 
tions and  tightens  the  enforcement 
provisions,  all  of  which  is  designed 
to  conserve,  protect  and  increase 
the  State's  important  shrimp  re- 
sources. 

The  Bill  was  drawn  up  by  the 
legal  division  of  the  Wild  Life  r.nd 
Fisheries  Department  after  a 
series  of  meetings  had  been  hsld 
and  attended  by  representatives 
of  the  shrimp  industry  from  ali 
of  the  coastal  parishes.  It  was  in- 
troduced in  the  Houso  of  Repre- 
sentatives by  Representatives  C. 
R.  Brownell  of  St.  Mary;  John  H. 
Meaux  of  Cameron;  James  E.  Eee- 
son  of  Jefferson ;  G.  A.  Mariast  of 
Vermilion;  W.  J.  Cleveland  of 
Acadia,  and  Chester  A.  Wooton 
of  Plaquemines,  and  became 
known  as  House  Bill  318. 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  De- 
partment had  or  thought  it  had 
the  agreement  of  all  shrimp  inter- 
ests to  the  Bill,  a  terrific  fight  on 
certain  provisions  of  it  was  made 
on  it  before  the  House  Conserva- 
tion Committee.  The  fight  was  led 
by  Representative  Morris  Lotting- 
er  of  Terrebonne  parish  in  behalf 
of  shrimp  interests  in  that  parish. 
Their  principal  objection  was  to 
the  proposed  change  in  size  of 
shrimp.  The  present  law  pro- 
hibits the  taking  of  shrimp  which 
average  more  than  68  sijecimens  to 
the  pound.  The  new  regulation 
reduced  this  to  45  specimens  to 
the  pound.  The  Bill  was  amended 
by  the  House  Conservation  Com- 
mittee to  leave  the  size  as  the  old 
law — 68  specimens  to  the  pound. 
The  Bill  then  passed  the  House. 
Additional  amendments  were 
made  to  it  by  the  Senate  Conserva- 
tion Committee  and  on  the  floor 
of  the  Senate,  but  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  size  limit,  the  Bill, 
as  finally  passed  and  enacted  into 
law,  was  substantially  the  same  as 
originally  introduced. 

Among  the  changes  made  by 
amendments  to  the  original  Bill  as 
it  completed  its  perilous  journey 
through  the  Legislature  included 
reducing  a  proposed  increase  in 
severance  tax  on  shrimp  from  25c 
to     15c.      The    severance    tax    on  i 


FEATURES  OF  NEW  SHRIMP  ACT 

These  are  the  outstanding  piovisions  of  the  new  Act  for  the  pro- 
tection and  conservation  of  the  shrimp  resources  of  Louisiana : 

1.  Increases  severance  tax  on  shrimp  from  10c  to  15c  per  barrel. 

2.  Provides  new  closed  season  for  inside  and  outside  waters  as 
follows:  Between  December  15  and  March  15  in  inside  waters,  and 
between  June  10  and  the  2nd  Monday  in  August  in  both  inside  and 
outside  waters. 

3.  Size  of  shrimp  remains  the  same  at  68  to  the  pound.  This 
size  limit  applies  to  "Brazilian"  shrmp  only  during  the  period  from 
the  second  Monday  in  August  to  May  1st.  Between  May  1st  and  June 
10  there  is  no  size  limit  on  "Brazilian"  or  "grooved"  shrimp.  There 
is  no  size  limit  on  "sea  bobs"  any  time  during  the  open  season. 

4.  New  license  fees  for  boats  are  provided.  For  boats  not  ex- 
ceeding 45  feet  the  license  is  $5;  over  45  feet,  the  license  is  $10. 

5.  Boats  licensed  for  shrimp  fishing  may  also  engage  in  com- 
mercial fishing  without  payment  of  additional  boat  license. 

6.  Only  bona  fide  residents  of  Louisiana  are  permitted  to  fish 
for  shrimp  in  Louisiana  waters.  The  only  exception  are  citizens  of 
States  which  have  a  reciprocity  agreement  with  Louisiana.  (This 
affects  only  Mississippi.)  Such  out-of-state  citizens  may  fish  for 
shrimp  in  Louisiana  water's  beyond  the  three-mile  limit  upon  payment 
of  same  boat  license  as  charged  Louisiana  citizens  and  upon  payment 
of  severance  taxes  for  shrimp  taken,  with  exception  that  shrimp  shipped 
out  of  the  state  other  than  by  common  carrier  is  subject  to  payment 
of  severance  tax  of  50c  per  barrel. 

7.  Out-of-state  citizens  must  have  actually  resided  in  that 
reciprocity  State  (Mississippi)  two  years  before  making  application 
for  license. 

8.  Stiff  penalties  are  provided  for  failure  to  pay  severance  taxes; 
for  false  affidavits  as  to  ownership  of  boats  and  domicile  of  owner- 
ship. Provision  is  made  for  forfeiture  to  the  Department,  upon  con- 
viction, of  boats,  vehicles,  trawls  and  airplanes,  used  in  the  illegal 
taking  or  transportation  of  shrimp. 

9.  Department  has  authority  to  file  civil  suits  before  Justices  of 
the  Peace  or  in  District  Courts  against  violators  of  shrimp  laws  and 
make  demand  for  civil  judgment  ranging  from  $25  for  the  first  offense 
to  $200  and  revocation  of  license  for  third  offense.  This  is  in  addition 
to  the  criminal  charges  that  can  be  filed  under  existing  laws. 

10.  Department  agents  have  authority  without  search  warrant  to 
examine  any  cold  storage  pbnt,  .varehouse,  boat,  store,  car  convey- 
ance, or  airplane  whenever  they  have  cause  for  belief  that  shrimp 
violations  have  occurred. 


shrimp  now  is  10c.  The  original 
Bill  provided  an  increase  to  25c. 
The  completed  Bill  provides  a  sev- 
erance tax  of  15c,  an  increase  of 
5c.  The  original  Bill  also  pro- 
vided a  tax  on  fishing  boats  from 
$5  to  $25  depending  on  size  of 
the  boats.  The  completed  Bill 
changed  this  scale  from  a  max- 
imum of  $25  to  $10. 

New  Closed  Seasons 
Principal  changes  in  shrimp  reg- 
ulations in  the  new  Act  is  the  pro- 
vision for  new  closed  seasons  to 
protect  the  shrmp  during  their 
spawning  season.  The  new  closed 
seasons  are  between  December  15 
and  March  15  in  the  inside  waters, 
which  are  defined  as  waters  less 
than  18  feet  in  depth,  and  in  both 
the  inside  and  outside  waters  be- 
tween June  10  and  the  2nd  Mon- 
day in  August.  The  old  law  pro- 
vided closed  seasons  in  inside 
waters  only  between  March  16  and 
May  15th,  and  between  June  26 
and  August  15.    The  inclusion  of  a 


closed  season  to  apply  to  outside 
waters  is  the  first  time  such  a  pro- 
vision has  been  made  in  the  shrimp 
regulations. 

The  new  law  also  provides  that 
no  vessel  not  tied  up  in  port,  in 
closed  season  in  inside  waters, 
shall  have  in  possession  on  board 
any  trawl  more  than  16  feet  in 
length  unless  in  actual  process  of 
moving  into  outside  or  open 
waters,  nor  shall  any  vessel,  not 
tied  up  in  port,  during  clbsed  sea- 
son in  both  inside  and  outside 
waters,  have  in  possession  on  board 
any  trawl  more  than  16  feet  in 
length.  It  also  provides  that  no 
baiting,  or  other  method  may  be 
used  to  unnaturally  attract  species 
of  shrimp  to  particular  or  limited 
areas  to  enlarge  the  catch  or  de- 
structively take  immature  shrimp. 
Size  of   Shrimp 

The  size  of  shrimp  remains  the 
same,  that  is  68  specimens  to  the 
pound.  This  restriction,  however, 
does    not    apply    to    shrimp    taken 


for  bait  in  quantities  of  not  over 
105  pounds,  or  half  a  barrel. 
"Brazilian"  or  "grooved  shrimp" 
when  taken  between  May  1st  and 
June  10th  and  "sea  bobs"  taken 
any  time  in  the  open  season,  are 
exempt  from  this  size  provision. 
The  size  limit  of  68  to  the  pound 
applies  to  "Brazilian"  shrimp  from 
the  second  Monday  in  August  to 
May  1st. 

New  License  Proyisions 

Every  vessel  engaged  in  salt 
water  shrimp  fishing  must  have 
a  license,  which  is  a  new  provision 
of  law.  For  boats  not  exceeding 
45  feet  the  license  is  $5,  and  for 
more  than  45  feet  the  license  is 
$10.  When  a  boat  licensed  to 
shrimp  in  Louisiana  leaves  the 
State  to  engage  in  shrimp  fishing 
elsewhere,  the  operator  of  that 
boat  is  required  to  give  at  least 
10  days  notice  of  that  intention  to 
the  Department,  at  which  time  the 
shrimping  license  may  be  surren- 
dered, not  to  be  reissued  during 
the  same  license  year.  All  vessels 
carrying  such  licenses  that  have 
shrimp  as  part  of  their  cargo  shall 
bo  deemed  to  have  been  taken  in 
Louisiana  waters  and  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  payment  of  severance  taxes 
on  them. 

Vessels  operated  in  buying, 
freighting  or  transporting  shrimp 
are  required  to  have  a  license  on 
the  same  basis  as  those  issued  for 
fishing  boats.  Any  boat  licensed 
for  shrimp  fishing  may  also  en- 
gage in  commercial  fishng  without 
the  payment  of  an  additional  boat 
license. 

Before  a  license  is  issued  for 
boats  to  engage  in  shrimp  fishing 
or  freighting  operations,  the  op- 
erator must  file  an  affidavit  with 
the  Department  of  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  giving  full  details  as  to 
the  domicile  and  residence  of  the 
owner  of  such  boats.  Persons  mak- 
ing false  affidavit  of  the  domicile 
of  each  boat  owner  is  subject  to 
prosecution  and  upon  conviction, 
subjects  the  vessel  to  forfeiture. 
No  Out-of.State  Boats 

Every  boat  fishing  for  shrimp 
in  Louisiana  waters  must  be  reg- 
istered at  a  customs  port  within 
the  State  and  must  be  accompan- 
ied by  a  sworn  affidavit  that  the 
owner  of  such  boat  is  a  bona  fide 
resident  of  Louisiana.  The  only 
exception  to  this  are  citizens  of 
states  that  have  a  reciprocal  agree- 
ment with  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
and  such  citizens  are  permitted  to 
operate  shrimp  fishing  boats  in 
Louisiana  waters  beyond  the  three 
mile  limit.  Such  citizens  of  States 
(Continued  on  Page  8,  Column  4) 


LOUISIANA  GAME,  FUR  AND  FISH 


Legislature  Approves  Program  to  Fight  Water  Hyacinths 


Gov.  Davis  Signs 
Bill  for  Special 
Appropriation 

Legislation  to  make  possible  onp 
of  the  most  important  parts  of 
the  program  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  for  the  de- 
velopment of  Louisiana's  fish  and 
game  resources  was  completed 
when  Governor  Jimmie  H.  Davif 
signed  House  Bill  310  providing 
for  a  special  appropriation  of 
$100,000  for  each  of  the  next  two 
years  to  come  out  of  the  conserva- 
tion fund  to  be  used  by  the  Depart- 
ment for  the  eradication  of  alliga- 
tor grass  and  water  hyacinths. 

The  Act  becomes  known  as  Act 
135  of  1946.  It  had  a  rough  jour- 
ney through  the  Legislature,  got 
knocked  in  the  head  once  or  twice, 
but  finally  struggled  through  both 
the  House  and  Senate  and  reached 
the  Governor  where  it  was  signed 
and  became  a  law. 

The  Bill  sponsored  by  the  De- 
partment to  help  make  possible 
one  of  the  most  important  points 
in  its  well  publicized  6-point  pro- 
gram was  introduced  in  the  House 
by  Representatives  Mike  S.  Ohl- 
sen  of  Concordia,  V.  E.  Claunch 
of  Caldwell,  E.  W.  Sehon  of  La 
Salle,  G.  A.  Maraist  of  Vermilion 
and  J.   C.  Seaman  of  Tangipahoa. 

It  was  referred  to  the  House 
Appropriations  Committee  on  May 
28  and  stayed  in  that  committee 
nearly  a  month.  Finally  on  June 
25  the  Appropriations  Committee 
reported  the  bill  unfavorably.  Or- 
dinarily a  committee's  unfavorable 
report  is  the  death  knell  for  any 
bill.  However,  upon  motion  of 
Representative  Ohlsen,  the  House 
passed  the  bill  to  third  reading. 
The  next  day  when  it  came  up  for 
final  passage  it  was  amended  to 
cut  the  amount  to  be  appropriated 
from  $100,000  a  year  to  $60,000 
a  year.  As  originally  introduced 
the  Bill  provided  that  the  funds 
come  from  the  general  fund.  Lat- 
er it  was  amended  again  to  restore 
the  original  amount  of  $100,000 
but  with  the  provision  that  the 
funds  come  from  the  conservation 
fund,  which  is  made  up  of  receipts 
from  the  Department  of  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries.  In  that  form  it  fi- 
nally passed  the  House  by  a  vote 
of  65  to  0  and  was  sent  on  to  the 
Senate. 

In  the  Senate  the  Bill  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Senate  Finance  Com- 
mittee where  it  also  met  with  some 
opposition,  but  was  finally  report- 


Non-Resident  Angling  Licenses  Are 
Increased  to  $10;  Otiier  Changes  Made 
In  Regulations  on  Game,  Commercial  Fish 


Non-resident  angling  licenses  in 
Louisiana  have  been  increased 
from  $5  to  $10  per  year,  under 
terms  of  Act  196  of  1946  passed  by 
the  Legislature  and  approved  by 
the  Governor.  The  heretofore  pro- 
vision for  a  four  day  angling  li- 
cense for  non-residents  is  elim- 
inated in  the  new  Act. 

Other  changes  in  commercial 
and  fresh  water  fishing  regula- 
tions are  made  in  the  new  Act 
which  was  House  Bill  347  intro- 
duced by  Representatives  Sehon 
of  LaSalle  and  Cleveland  of  Aca- 
dia. 

Principal  change  in  size  and 
creel  limit  of  fresh  water  fish  per- 
tain to  striped  bass  and  bar  fish. 
The  daily  creel  limit  on  striped 
bass  is  increased  in  the  new  Act 
from  15  to  25,  and  the  size  limit 
is  reduced  from  10  inches  to 
7  inches.  Creel  limit  on  bar  fish 
is  increased  from  15  to  25  daily, 
and  the  size  limit  reduced  from 
10  inches  to  7  inches.  No  change 
was  made  in  the  creel  or  size  lim- 
it of  black  bass  which  remains 
15  daily  and  10  inches  in  length. 

Two  changes  were  made  in  legal 
size  limits  of  commercial  fish. 
Hard  shell  crabs  were  reduced  in 
size  from  6  to  5  inches,  and  size 
limit  was  added  for  Gaspergou  to 
12  inches  minimum  length. 

Another  change  in  the  new  Act 
provides  that  all  netting  used  for 
taking  of  salt  water  commercial 
fish  shall  be  tagged  with  tags  fur- 
nished by  the  Department  of  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  and  failure  to 
have  the  nets  so  tagged  shall  be 
considered  illegal  use  of  such  net- 
ting. 

The  use  of  guns,  bows  and<arrows 
or  traps  is  added  to  the  existing 
illegal  methods  of  taking  com- 
mercial fish.  Existing  illegal 
methods  mentioned  in  the  old  law 
include  the  use  of  spears,  poisons 
and  explosives. 

The  existing  law  provided  that 
it  is  illegal  to  obstruct  the  free 
passage  of  fish  in  any  streams  or 
lakes  of  the  State.  The  new  Act 
has  a  provision  which  adds  a  defi- 
nition  of  what   is   meant   by   free 


ed   out   favorably   and   passed   the 
Senate  by  a  vote  of  35  to  0. 

A  state-wide  program  to  combat 
the  water  hyacinth  has  been  for- 
mulated and  will  be  put  into  effect 
as  fast  as  labor  and  material  are 
available. 


passageway  by  stating  it  is  intend- 
ed to  mean  a  minimum  passageway 
opening  of  five  feet  in  width  ex- 
tending from  the  surface  to  the 
bottom  of  the  water  in  deepest 
portion  of  the  water. 

Season    on    Frogs 

The  new  Act  does  not  change  the 
provision  of  a  closed  season  on 
frogs  during  the  months  of  April 
and  May,  which  remains  in  effect. 
A  new  provision,  however,  is  add- 
ed, which  gives  each  licensed  re- 
tail or  wholesale  dealer  or  con- 
summer  ten  days'  time  after  the 
close  of  the  season  in  April  to  dis- 
pose of  frogs  on  hand  that  have 
been  legally  taken.  Another  provi- 
sion provides  that  upon  permit 
from  the  Department  of  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries  frogs  may  be  taken 
for  scientific  research  or  educa- 
tional or  propagating  purposes  dur- 
ing the  closed   season. 

Boats  Must  Be  Registered 

The  new  Act  further  provides 
that  no  vessel  shall  be  licensed  or 
permitted  to  engage  in  commercial 
fishing  or  freighting  operations  for 
fish  in  Louisiana  waters  unless  such 
vessel  has  first  been  registered  at  a 
customs  port  within  the  State  and 
the  owner  of  such  vessel  is  a  bona 
fide  resident  of  the  Str.te  for  at 
least  two  years.  Affidavit  to  that 
effect  must  be  made  and  persons 
convicted  of  making  false  affi- 
davits on  such  application  are  sub- 
ject to  fines  ranging  from  $500  to 
$1,000  and  imprisonment  for  not 
less  than  90  days  nor  more  than 
six  months. 

Among  other  changes  is  the  ad- 
dition of  the  eel  cat  locally  called 
willow  cat  to  the  species  of  com- 
mercial fish  which  have  legal  size 
limits.  The  old  law  provided  no 
size  limit  on  the  eel  or  willow 
cat.  The  new  Act  makes  its  size  a 
minimum  of  14  inches. 

Another  addition  is  the  provi- 
sion that  persons  fishing  with  trot 
lines  must  purchase  a  commercial 
fisherman's  license.  The  old  law 
exempted  persons  fishing  with  trot 
lines  from  purchase  of  such  li- 
cense. 

The  new  Act  clarifies  persons 
who  are  wholesale  dealei's  and  are 
required  to  purchase  wholesale 
dealers'  licenses  adding  the  provi- 
sion that'  residents  who  buy  or 
handle  commercial  or  bait  species 
taken  into  the  State  or  fresh  com- 
mercial fish  shipped  into  the  State 


for  resale  to  wholesale  or  retail 
dealers  are  also  considered  whole- 
sale dealers  on  the  same  basis  as 
persons  who  ship  commercial  fish 
out  of  the  state  for  resale  to 
others. 

Another  new  provision  states 
that  any  person  engaged  in  buying 
of  commercial  fish  from  more  than 
one  wholesaler  and  any  owner  or 
operator  of  any  vessel,  airplane 
or  any  other  form  of  transport, 
freighting  or  transporting  com- 
mercial fish  for  more  than  one 
wholesaler  is  required  to  take  out 
a  wholesaler's  license. 

All  forms  of  transport  handling 
commercial  fish  are  required  to 
keep  in  writing  a  manifest  of  their 
cargo,  a  copy  to  be  filed  on  each 
trip  with  the  dealer  or  processor 
to  which  delivery  is  made  and  a 
copy  sent  to  the  Department  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries. 

To  the  list  of  persons  buying  or 
selling  commercial  fish  or  bait  fish 
for  retail  who  are  required  to 
purchase  a  retail  license  have  been 
added  oyster  counters.  Such  a  re- 
tail dealer  has  the  right  to  retail 
shrimp  and  oysters  as  well  as  fish 
without  additional  ictail  license. 
Civil     Penalties 

In  addition  to  criminal  charges 
which  may  bo  filed  against  any 
person  violating  any  of  the  provi- 
sions of  commercial  or  game  fish- 
ing laws,  the  new  Act  provides  for 
civil  penalties  which  may  be  filed 
before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Municipal  Court  or  District  Court, 
and  provides  that  civil  judgment 
may  be  sought  ranging  in  amounts 
from  $25  for  the  first  offense  to 
$200  and  revocation  of  license  for 
the  third  offense. 

The  new  Act  also  provides  for 
the  seizure  of  vessels,  airplanes, 
vehicles  or  other  forms  of  trans- 
port used  in  the  illegal  taking  or 
transportation  of  commercial  fish, 
and  provides  for  release  of  such 
seizure  to  the  owner  upon  posting 
of  a  bond  not  to  exceed  $2,500. 

These  vehicles  are  subject  and 
liable  to  forfeiture  and  sale  at 
public  auction  after  disposition  of 
the  case  upon  proceedings  which 
may  be  instituted  by  the  District 
Attorney  of  the  Court  having  ju- 
risdiction or  by  the  Department's 
legal  staff.  Even  after  forfeiture 
and  sale  is  ordered,  the  Court  may 
suspend  this  drastic  action  and 
may  order  a  suspension  of  the  op- 
eration of  the  affected  vehicles 
for  a  period  of  from  30  to  90  days, 
and  during  this  period  the  affected 
vehicles  will  be  kept  in  custody  of 
the  Department. 
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Nutria  Added  to  List  of  Fur 

Bearers;   Severaece  Tax  Increased 
On  Mink  and  Alligators  in  New  Act 

Several    important    changes    in 
the  fur  and  trappin 


laws  of  Loui- 
siana are  embodied  in  Act  197  of 
1946.  This  was  House  Bill  348 
sponsored  by  the  Department  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  and  intro- 
duced in  the  House  by  Representa- 
tives W.  J.  Cleveland,  Acadia,  and 
E.  W.  Sehon  of  LaSalle. 

The  most  important  provision 
in  the  new  Act  is  the  addition  of 
the  nutria  or  copyu  to  the  list  of 
protected  fur  bearing  animals  of 
Louisiana.  The  nutria  is  a  com- 
paratively new  fur  bearer  in  the 
State,  but  in  recent  years  its  num- 
bers have  increased  greatly.  Last 
year,  for  example,  approximately 
8,000  nutria  were  trapped  in  the 
State,  but  no  revenue  was  received 
by  the  State  becaus  it  was  not  in- 
cluded among  the  fur  bearers  on 
which  severance  taxes  v/ere  col- 
lected. 

The  new  Act  provides  th?.t  a 
severance  tax  of  10c  bT  p?.id  for 
each  nutria  pelt  and  provides  fur- 
ther that  the  legal  trapping  season 
for  nutria  be  the  same  as  that  for 
muskrat,  which  is  between  Decem- 
ber 1st  through  February  15th. 
No  change  is  made  in  the  legal 
trapping  dates  of  other  fur-bear- 
ing animals,  (other  than  muskrat 
and  nutria),  which  remains  as  it 
has  been,  from  November  20 
through  January  20. 

Other  changes  in  severance 
taxes  on  fur  bearing  animals  pro- 
vided for  in  the  new  Act  includes 
an  increase  on  mink  from  5c  to 
10c  per  skin;  on  alligators  less 
than  5  feet,  from  Ic  to  2c;  less 
than  10  feet  from  2c  to  5c;  over 
10  feet  from   3c  to   25c. 

The  new  Act  provides  that  per- 
sons manufacturing-  fur  pelts,  and 
alligator  skins  into  finished  prod- 
ucts in  Louisiana  who  purchase 
pelts  directly  from  a  trapper  or 
buyer  are  considered  to  be  a  deal- 
er and  therefore  subject  to  the 
purchase  of  a  dealer's  license. 
State-Wide    License 

Another  impoi'tant  change  in 
the  trapping  laws  is  the  provision 
for  the  state-wide  trappers  license. 
Under  the  old  laws,  a  trapping 
license  was  good  only  in  the  parish 
in  which  it  was  issued.  Under  the 
new  Act  the  license  is  good  any- 
where in  the  State.  The  trapping 
license  for  residents  only  remains 
the  same  as  in  the  past  $2  per 
year. 

Several  changes  in  the  regula- 
tions are  also  provided  to  tighten 
enforcement  of  collection  of  sev- 
erance taxes.  All  common  car- 
riers,    under    the     new    Act     are 


required  to  furnish  a  report  to 
the  Department  after  the  close  of 
each  fur  season  showing  date  of 
shipment,  number  and  kind  of 
skins  and  consignee  of  each  ship- 
ment of  fur  shipped  out  of  the 
state.  Trappers  shipping  their  own 
catch  out  of  the  State  arc  re- 
quired to  pay  the  severance  tax  on 
the  pelts  at  the  time  of  shipment. 
Civil  Penalties 
In  addition  to  criminal  charges 
and  penalties  provided  for  against 
those  who  violate  any  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  fur  laws  of  the 
State,  the  new  Act  further  pro- 
vides civil  penalties,  and  provides 
that  suit  for  civil  judgments  may 
be  instituted  against  violators  be- 
fore Justices  of  the  Peace,  Mu- 
nicipal Courts  and  District  Court. 
The  civil  penalties  range  from 
$25  for  the  first  offense  to  $200 
and  revocation  of  license  for  the 
third  offense. 

Approval   Of 
Drastic   Changes 
Up  to  Citizens 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

within  Louisiana  territorial  wa- 
ters, without  requiring  proof  that 
the  offense  occurred  in  such  par- 
ish, or  in  its  extended  waters. 

Up  to  now  Justices  of  the  Peace 
have  had  no  authority  to  handle 
misdemeanors  pertaining  to  viola- 
tions of  fish  and  game  laws.  As  a 
result  many  district  courts  have 
been  cluttered  up  with  minor  vio- 
lations of  fish  and  game  laws  and 
the  yearly  records  show  that  many 
cases  are  left  pending.  In  most 
other  states  in  the  nation  the  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  have  this  au- 
thority; and  such  was  formerly  the 
case  in  Louisiana. 

The  two  Constitutional  Amend- 
ments pertaining  to  Justices  of 
the  Peace  were  sponsored  by  the 
Louisiana  Wildlife  Federation  and 
were  introduced  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  Representative 
Edward  Dubuisson  of  St.  Landry 
Parish.  They  became  known  as 
House  Bills  506  and  507  and  they 
passed  the  House  with  only  a  few 
dissenting  votes  and  passed  the 
Senate  just  two  days  before  sine 
die  adjournment  by  unanimous 
vote.  Since  they  are  Constitu- 
tional Amendments  and  were 
passed  by  two-thirds  vote  of  each 
House  they  do  not  require  the 
approval   of  the   Governor. 

If    approved    by    the    people    at 


the  general  election,  the  Amend- 
ments will  go  into  eflfect  20  days 
after  the  votes  have  been  officially 
promulgated  which  should  be 
around  the  middle  of  December. 
When  these  Amendments  go  into 
effect  it  does  not  mean  that  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  will  take  the 
place  of  District  Coui'ts  in  han- 
dling violations  of  fish  and  game 
laws,  but  that  they  will  have  the 
same  authority,  and  enforcement 
agents  of  the  Department  will 
have  the  right  to  file  charges  as 
now  in  District  courts  or  they  may 
file  the  charge  before  any  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace. 

The  third  Constitutional  Amend- 
ment, sponsored  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries 
if  approved,  will  also  assist  mate- 
rially in  the  enforcement  of  fish 
and  game  laws,  pai'ticularly  those 
pertaining  to  seafood,  as  it  gives 
District  Courts  the  authority  to 
hande  such  cases  even  though  the 
violations  occur  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  within  the  Louisiana  ter- 
ritory; though  it  may  not  be  pos- 
sible to  tell  in  what  parish  the 
offense  occurred. 

Heretofore,  when  a  person  Vi'as 
arrested  for  violating  the  shrimp 
laws  out  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
within  Louisiana  territory  there 
was  some  question  as  to  what 
district  court  would  handle  the 
case  since  there  are  no  parish 
lines  out  in  the  Gulf.  Louisiana 
law  requires  that  a  charge  against 
an  alleged  violation  be  made  ii 
the  courts  of  the  parish  where  the 
violation  is  alleged  to  have  oc- 
curred. As  a  result,  the  Depart- 
ment has  been  hampered  in  its 
efforts  to  enforce  the  shrimp  laws 
when  violations  have  occurred  in 
waters  beyond  the  three-mile  limit. 
This  Constitutional  Amendment 
gives  District  Courts  in  and  for  all 
parishes  bordering  upon  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  concurrent  jurisdiction 
to  enforce  all  laws  and  regulations 
for  the  protection,  preservation 
and  propagation  of  wildlife  or  salt 
water  fish,  shrimp,  oysters  or 
other  salt  water  aquatic  life,  aris- 
ing from  violations  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  within  Lousiana  terrtorial 
jurisdiction. 

TOTAL  OF  132  ARRESTS 
MADE  DURING  JUNE 

Enforcement  agents  of  the  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Department 
made  a  total  of  132  arrests  during 
the  month  of  June.  The  arrests 
covered  a  wide  range  of  violations 
of  fish  and  game  laws.  Details  of 
June  violations  are  omitted  from 
this  issue  and  will  be  published 
lext  month  together  with  data  on 
uly  violations. 


New  Shrimp  Law 
Gives  Big  Boost 
To    Industry 
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having  reciprocal  agreements  are 
permitted  to  fish  in  Louisiana 
waters  upon  payment  of  the  same 
license  and  severance  taxes  as 
those   paid   by   Louisiana   citizens. 

Since  Mississippi  is  the  only 
state  that  has  such  a  reciprocal 
agreement  with  Louisiana,  this 
applies  only  to  residents  of  that 
State.  The  new  law  further  pro- 
vides that  a  person  owning  a  ves- 
sel, or  individuals  comprising  a 
partnership  or  corporation  must 
have  actually  resided  in  that  reci- 
procity State  at  least  two  years 
before  his  application  for  a  license 
to  fish  in  Louisiana  waters.  Per- 
sons convicted  of  making  false 
statements  as  to  domicile  or  resi- 
dence are  subject  to  a  fine  of  not 
less  than  $500  nor  more  than 
$1,000  and  impriconment  for  not 
less  than  90  days  nor  more  than 
6  months  in  jail. 

The  new  law  provides  that 
where  a  retailer  bu-'s  shrimp  from 
a  producer  he  must  file  a  sworn 
report  to  the  Department  on  the 
amount  of  shiimp  so  purchased 
and  pay  the  severance  tax  on  it. 
All  wholesalers,  processors  and  all 
first  purchasers  must  likewise 
make  reports  and  pay  the  sever- 
ance tax  and  show  disposition  of 
the  shrimp. 

The  severance  tax  on  all  shrimp 
taken  in  Louisiana  waters  is  in- 
creased from  10c  to  15c.  Where 
shrimp  is  shipped  outside  of  Louisi- 
ana, either  by  Louisana  boats  or 
boats  from  Mississippi  fishing  in 
Louisiana,  the  tax  on  shrimp  is  50c 
per  barrel  of  210  pounds. 

For  failure  to  pay  the  severance 
tax  on  shrimp  heavy  penalties  are 
provided  as  follows:  For  the  first 
offense,  a  fine  of  not  less  than 
v250  nor  more  than  $500;  and  for 
the  second  offense  revocation  of 
license  and  may  not  be  reissued 
to  the  person  or  anyone  associated 
with  him  for  two  years. 

In  addition  to  criminal  charges 
against  violators  of  shrimp  laws, 
the  new  Act  gives  the  Department 
the  authority  to  file  civil  suits 
before  Justices  of  the  Peace 
and /or  District  Courts  and  ask  for 
a  civil  judgment  of  $25  for  the 
first  offense;  civil  judgment  of 
$100  for  the  second  offense,  and 
$200  for  the  third  offense  with 
revocation   of   license. 

Funds  received  from  civil  suits 
are  to  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  School  Fund  of  the  Parish  for 
the  use  of  the  public  schools  of 
the  parish  in  which  the  violation 
occurred. 


